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Laos Outlay
Cu rb H lt by 7, The Pentagon sald the amend-
ment ““would substantially im-

PentGgOn ; pair our outgoing operations in

Laos, operations which have
Associated Press b?eréh usdertaken :; t.hfe Ix;equeit

The Pentagon has told the Sen- of the Governmere. of Laos 10
|ate a proposed $200 million ceil- \ass:st it \swreslﬂs{?p% military
"ing on U.S. spending in Laos is takeover by North. Vietnam.
unworkable because officials '
domw't know exactly how much
American money is being spent
there.

A Defense Department mermo-
randum said that because of the
| combat situation, the Pentagon

has been unable to maintain
nation-by-nation records of U.S.
spending in Southeast Asia.

rt Symington, D-Mo.,
sponsor of ine aiuic
would impose_the ceiling, said,
«hhis admission strikes me as @
strong argument for its adop-
tion.”

Symington said that if the ad-
ministration doesn’t know how
‘much is being spent in each
country, he doesn’t see how it
can be certain #t is abiding by 2
$2.5 Dillion congressional limit
on expenditures {or military as-
sistance of all Southeast Asia.

The Missourl senafor was re-
reported to havesaid at a secret
Senate session June 7 that U.S.
involvement in L.ao0s$ is costing
more than $374 million a yeat,
including aid to the government
and to Lao, thai and irregular
forces fighting Communists n
the northern part of the country.
! Symington expressed concern
at U.S. B52 bombing raids over
northern Laos. His amendment
would exempt from the proposed
ceiling the cost of U.S. air raids
over the Ho Chi Minh Trail area
\of southern Laos, on the border
'with South Vietnam.

In a memo to the Senate
Armed Services Committee, the
Pentagon declared its opposition
to the spending timit, defended
the policy of military support for
Laos, and said, ‘‘as drafted, the
amendment cannot he adminis-
tered by the executive pranch.”
| The Pentagon gald that for
five years, with concurrence of
oomg,ressiunal committees, its
records of military assistance
funded by the armed services in
Southeast Asia have been kept
only on an estirnated basis be-
cuase of demands of combat.
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